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NEW DELHI: Rajni Kothari, a political scientist of commanding stature who relentlessly interrogated

caste, and a tireless defender of civil liberties, passed away at his residence around 9.45 am on

Monday. He was 86.

Kothari was suffering from urinary tract infection. A family member said he was unwell for the last

two years and died of age-related ailments.

Few intellectuals in India have been as admired and revered as Kothari. Foremost academics home

and away posted their tributes on social media. Psephologist and former colleague Yogendra Yadav

described him as "the first theorist of Indian democracy, the most outstanding political scientist India

has yet produced" and "a friend philosopher and guide of peoples' movements."

Prof Ashutosh Varshney, who teaches international studies and social sciences at Brown University,

called him a "great political scientist", a "lifelong fighter for democratic rights" who "inspired a

generation of academics and activists."

For Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Kothari was "a defender of democracy against state, empirical over abstract,

politics against its critics, and distinctive Indian modernity." Back in 2012, "Mehta had written in a

newspaper that "for decades, the empirical study of Indian politics was a series of footnotes to Rajni

Kothari."

An institution builder, Kothari founded the Centre for Study of Developing Societies (1963), a research

institute which did pioneering work in the field of caste, identity and politics. He was also one of the

first presidents of People's Union for Civil Liberties and a former Planning Commission member.

In an article in The Hindu last October, Shiv Visvanathan wrote, "Rajni brought his sense of Gujarati entrepreneurship to ideas. He triggered election

studies inviting political scientists like Myron Wiener, Robert Dahl and Karl Deutsch to India... He introduced a voluntary group called Lokayan which

became a site for a range of grass-root imaginations...Rajni helped seed PUCL to create a tradition of on-the-spot investigations to investigate the

violence of the state. PUCL-PUDR (People's Union for Democratic Rights) produced the classic report on the 1984 riots "Who are the guilty?"

Kothari's grand magisterial work was Politics in India. No serious student of political science, home or abroad, could afford to skip it.

"The crucial insight of this work was that there was neither an easy translation of West-centred categories in the Indian social and political setting nor

was a useful link available between methodologies and the reality that they were meant to understand and explain," states the CSDS website.

Kothari's other books include 'Caste in Indian Politics', 'Rethinking Development: In Search of Humane Alternatives', 'State against Democracy: In

Search of Humane Governance', and 'Rethinking Democracy'.

Praveen Rai, academic secretary, CSDS called Kothari's death a "passing of an era". "He lived with his sons, as his wife had died earlier. We are all

saddened by this tragic loss," he said. "He was a pioneer in bringing to India the concept of scientific analysis to election data," Rai said.

He was also "one of the original three members" of the team that laid down the outlines for establishing the Jawaharlal Nehru University, he added.

The only son of a well-to-do Jain trader, Kothari came into prominence after he wrote a number of essays in the Economic and Political Weekly in the

1960s. He started his professional career as a lecturer at the Maharaja Sayajirao University in Baroda.

Union Minister Venkaiah Naidu condoled Kothari's death. "Feeling saddened on passing away of Rajni Kothari, an eminent political scientist,

academician (sic) and writer. May the departed soul rest in peace," he said.

(With PTI inputs)

Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to download it for your device.

TNN | Jan 20, 2015, 03.49 AM IST

Printed from

Rajni Kothari, renowned political scientist, dies

Few intellectuals in India have been as admired

and revered as Kothari.

Rajni Kothari, renowned political scientist, dies - The Times of India http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Rajni-Kothari-renowned-political...

1 of 2 20/01/2015 12:38 PM



From Around the Web

Dhoni explains decision to retire Yahoo

6 Bachelors you will never forget AXE on Yahoo

What Does Employee Turnover Cost You? Insightlink

Pinoy convicted of murder to be executed ABS-CBN Philippines

Uthappa accepts World Cup exclusion yahoo

In a new world of danger: Defence's new era CAP - ANU

More from The Times of India

Dawood aide on the run netted by Lucknow police in Mumbai
20 Jan 2015

Modi ropes in Dada, sets off political ripples 26 Dec 2014

The great cyber reality show 28 Dec 2014

BJP has mastered politics of 31 per cent votes: Nitish 27 Dec
2014

15 things you should know about Atal Bihari Vajpayee 24 Dec
2014

An epoch in India’s history associated with Vajpayee: Putin 27
Dec 2014

Recommended by

Subscribe to Top News Newsletter
Get updates on the most important happening of the day

THE TIMES OF INDIA
Powered by INDIATIMES

About us Advertise with us Terms of Use and Grievance Redressal Policy

Privacy policy Feedback RSS

Newsletter TOI Mobile ePaper

Sitemap Archives

Other Times Group news sites
The Economic Times

इकनॉ�मक टाइ	स | ઈકોનોિમક ટાઈ	સ

Pune Mirror | Bangalore Mirror
Ahmedabad Mirror | ItsMyAscent
Education Times | Brand Capital
Mumbai Mirror | Times Now

Indiatimes | नवभारत टाइ	स

महारा�� टाइ	स | �ಜಯ ಕ�ಾ�ಟಕ

Go Green | NavGujarat Samay

Living and entertainment
Timescity | iDiva | Entertainment | Zoom
Healthmeup | Luxpresso | Gadget Reviews
Guylife | Online Songs

Interest Network
itimes | Email

Hot on the Web
World | Politics
Business | Sports
Entertainment
Science & Tech
New Cars
Budget 2015

Services
Book print ads | Online shopping | Free SMS | Website design | CRM | Tenders
Matrimonial | Ringtones | Astrology | Jobs | Tech Community | Property | Buy car
Bikes in India | Deals | Free Classifieds | Send money to India | Used Cars
Restaurants in Delhi | Movie Show Timings in Mumbai | Remit to India | Buy
Mobiles
Listen Songs | News | Real Estate Developers

Trending Topics
Watch TV Shows | Photogallery | You Tube | Delhi Travel Guide | Katrina Kaif
Photos | Best Android Phones | Hindi Songs | Horoscope 2015 Predictions |
iPhone 6 Price | Facebook | Sunny Leone Photos | Hindi News

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

Subscribe

33LikeLike ShareShare

Rajni Kothari, renowned political scientist, dies - The Times of India http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Rajni-Kothari-renowned-political...

2 of 2 20/01/2015 12:38 PM


